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New rabbi brings experience, enthusiasm to Congregation Beth
Yam
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About 10 years ago, three synagogues in
Sacramento, Calif., were firebombed in the early
morning hours. Congregation B'nai Israel's
sanctuary was damaged and its library full of
thousands of books was destroyed.

That night, B'nai Israel's Rabbi Brad Bloom held
Shabbat services at a local community center,
encouraging the congregation to come together
and in turn create a stronger community.

The following day, Bloom got a phone call. His
father had died.

Bloom, the new rabbi at Congregation Beth Yam
on Hilton Head Island, now looks back on those
days as some of the most defining of his life.

At the time, he went back to a concept the
congregation had been discussing called "tikkun
olam," Hebrew for "repair the world."

Over the following weeks, he thought about his
father, a World War Il veteran, and men like him
who had gone to battle to make this country a
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better place. He thought of those in the community
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who had offered support after the firebombings.

The aftermath of the tragedies was a time of rebuilding. The synagogue was eventually rebuilt (and the two
men responsible arrested), but more importantly, the congregation became stronger.

"I was in shock," he said. "But | felt an adrenaline rush that lasted for days, weeks. We recovered, and it
breathed new life into us."

Bloom set out on a mission to repair the chasms in the soul of a society that lead to hatred and violence. He
became a leader in the Sacramento area and the nation for fighting hate crimes and promoting interfaith
understanding. He was honored for his work by President Bill Clinton.

Two years after the attack on B'nai Israel, Bloom stood in a Sacramento mosque in the wake of the Sept.
11, 2001, terrorist attacks, telling its members, "We recognize how you feel." Terrorists had used their
religion for acts of hatred, and now the law-abiding citizens of that same faith were the targets of bigotry.

He served on boards of groups that fought hate crimes and promoted interfaith understanding, including
helping found Faith in Action, a program that brings together people of many faiths to help the needy.

Now, he comes to Hilton Head during a different time of rebuilding. Congregation Beth Yam off Main Street
is in the midst of a construction project that will more than double the size of its facilities, expanding the
sanctuary and social hall. The new synagogue is scheduled to open next month.

Temple leaders saw in Bloom someone who could strengthen its already tight-knit, yet diverse congregation,
and branch out further into the community. Like he's done before, he plans to reach out to other religious
leaders and local dignitaries to make sure that the congregation continues to thrive along with the
community.

"He brings a lot of experience to our congregation,” said temple president Jack Resnick. "He represents us
well."

Bloom arrives on the island with his wife, Linda, a public art consultant. They have one college-age daughter,
Leah. He had little knowledge of the island previously, but immediately fell in love with the Spanish
moss-draped trees, secluded marshes and attention to preserving the local environment that's made Hilton
Head nationally known.

With the arrival of the new synagogue, he said the congregation is primed to become a Jewish center of the
Lowcountry.

"I get to stand on their shoulders and help them get to the next level," he said.

He arrives on Hilton Head not in a time of tragedy, like he had guided the Sacramento Jewish community
through before, but in a time of celebration. But the lessons learned from the dark days 10 years ago can
still be applied here.

"If no man is an island," he said, "then no synagogue or church is an island.”
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